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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Fresh from their successful debut in a Taiwan international
team handball tournament, Eastern Illinois University's students "had one of the
finest educational experiences any American youngster could have," said Bill Buckellew,
EIU trip coordinator.
The 15-member EIU student team participated in the Chung Jeng World Cup 1981
International Youth Handball Championship in Taipei City, Taiwan the last week in
April.
The lone

u. s.

entry in this six team invitational tournament, Eastern brought

home a fourth place trophy, missing third by just one point.
"We lost the first three games but then won the last two in the tournament," said
Buckellew.

EIU's team was organized and coached by Chen-Hsing Huang, world famous team

handball coach currently on leave from Kaohsiung (Taiwan) Teachers College now serving
as visiting professor of PE at EIU.
"We played super and received several fine comments from people • • • especially
once they found out we hadn't played much.

We improved every game scoring 13 points the

first game and 25 in the last," said Buckellew.
"Because we had been coached so well by Huang we weren't any different than other
teams in what we tried to perform • • • but others had more finesse although I thought
our students may have been more aggressive.
"We did get invited back next year plus received an invitation to the world's
largest tournament in Italy in 1982 • • • they have about 250 teams in four divisions,
but it's too early to make any committments."
EIU lost its first game 26-13 to the eventual champ, the Taiwan national team,
although "we scored more points than some other teams did against them," Buckellew said.
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"Then we lost to France, 17-16, on a last second shot • • • Korea beat us 30-19
and that was our poorest game.
"But then we defeated a second Taiwan team, 25-23, and won 22-17 over West Germany.
I think Huang was proud • • • he wanted third but since we only missed by one point, I
think his goals were in proper perspective."
The competition, though, was almost incidental compared to the hospitality of the
Taiwanese citizens who wined and dined the visiting teams from one end of the island to
the other.
"Dr. Richard Liu (EIU's director of planning and budget) is from Taipei so he
accompanied us.

His mother had a few of us over for lunch and then his uncle, who's a

major general in their military, took the whole team for breakfast where they served over
100 different items • • • it was just typical of the way we were treated.
"Mr. Chiang Hsin-Peng, director of the youth corps, hosted a nice luncheon and
presented a film on freedom and opportunities for youth.
"The youth corps is an important arm of the government

they try to build con-

fidence in their youth through sports, music, art • • • it's such a successful program that
other countries come to study their activities," Buckellew explained.
The participating teams, which were housed together in Taipei hotel, attended the
banquets hosted by such organizations as the Amateur Sports Association, Bureau of Education, Taipei County Government, Government Information Office and Olympic Committee.
"The prevailing theme is the importance the Taiwan people place upon their freedcm
• they have a lot of pride," Buckellew said.
Following the tournament, the group travelled to Kaohsiung where they were housed
at the National Sports Training Center, the Olympic base of operations.
EIU defeated Kaohsiung Teachers College, 25-23, playing outdoors in an exhibition
game.

This is the collegiate team normally coached by Huang.
The final stop was Fengshan City, Charleston's sister city of 250,000 located just

outside Kaohsiung.

City officials rolled out the red carpet there also, according to

Buckel.lew.
-more-
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"When we arrived we were greeted by the Mayor with a huge banner 'Welcome EIU
Handball Team' draped over the building • • • the sister city concept is very important
to them.
"lve attended a banquet sponsored by the Rotary Club • • • we exchanged city flags
and presented them with a plaque in appreciation for their assistance in financing
part of the trip.
"We were constantly exchanging gifts • • • we all had so may gifts several had to
buy an extra suitcase just to bring everything home • • • I think that gives an idea
how well received we were," Buckellew said.
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